CHAPTER VI

MALAYALAM
WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM

Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri was a celebrated scholar
well educated in the various disciplines of knowledge. His higher
education included specialisation in Tarka, Vedanta and Jyotisha.1
Naturally he wrote a good number of Sanskrit works. But unlike
the great scholar poet Melputtur Narayana Bhattatiri,
Vazhakunnam made substantial contribution to Malayalam litera-
ture as well.

Vazhakunnam5 s acquaintance with a wide range of literature
in Malayalam enabled him to quote the lines of many great poets
for elucidating his ideas during his discourses. He recited poeym
like Kilippattu and Vancippattu in a highly enchanting musical
tone.2 His intimate friendship with poets like Ullur, Vallattoi,
Ottur etc. enriched his poetical creativity. Ullur had persuaded
and welcomed him to Malayalam poem writing while he has at
Thiruvananthapuram. Vazhakunnam complied with this sweec

1. SeeCh.I

2. D,H. Nambudiripad, Bhaktasiromani, op.cit, p.251.
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